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business. And no matter your take, the need to keep an eye on Russia’s foreign and defense policies in the near and far has never
been more important. It’s no secret that Russia has been building up its military might for more than a decade. What is perhaps
surprising is just how much it has accomplished, taking control of military bases and stockpiling a new-generation of nuclear

arms and ballistic missiles. Russia’s defense budget has increased at an average annual rate of more than 11 percent over the past
decade, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. That’s the highest rate since at least the 1970s, SIPRI
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said. AD Its arsenal of short-, medium- and long-range missiles is, for the most part, based on Soviet-era designs. But that hasn’t
kept Russia from creating and testing new weaponry. It has also sought to significantly expand its military capabilities abroad.
Consider: The Russian military has built up a presence in and around Crimea, the Ukrainian region Russia annexed last year. It
has also spent millions of dollars to build a naval facility in Syria. And in the past few months, a steady stream of reports have
indicated that Russia has deployed an array of surface-to-air missiles in Syria. “The armed forces of Russia are flexing their
muscles in Crimea, in the Donbass region in eastern Ukraine, in Syria and beyond,” said John J. MacDill, a former deputy
undersecretary of defense in the George W. Bush administration. “They are signaling to Europe and the world that they are

capable of defending their interests.” “The Russian military is now a modern, well-equipped, and hardened force,” said Linda
Robinson, a senior research fellow at the Institute for U.S. and Canadian Studies at the University of Calgary. “This is a military

that is advancing technologically.” Indeed, Russia 82157476af
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